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Instrumentation
1 Piccolo 4 Horns in F
2 Flutes 3 Trumpets in Bb
2 Oboes 2 Tenor Trombones
1 Clarinet in Eb 1 Bass Trombone
3 Clarinets in Bb 1 Euphonium
1 Bass Clarinet 1 Tuba

2 Alto Saxophones

1 Tenor Saxophone
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Notes to performers

This music may be performed one player per part or with multiples on flute and Bb clarinet
lines in which case ‘solo’ indicates a single player only.

To allow for the absence of a second oboe and bassoon, a clarinet 4 and euphonium 2 part are
available. Also the Eb clarinet and horns 2 and 3 are extensively cued — if only two horns are
available they should play parts 1 and 4.

The effectiveness of the music depends to some extent on the ability to sustain long notes
moving from pp to mp and back. All brass parts should use mutes in these passages. For horns
a fibre mute should be used. For trumpets, place a duster or small cloth bag over the bell. For
trombones, use a small towel, and for euphonium and tuba, any suitably sized piece of cloth.

A stereo effect works well in the log drum figure first heard one bar after L. Place the high
and low log drums on opposite sides of the stage. This placement requires an extra drum for
those instances when the same person plays both. The same approach may be used in the
tubular bell passage from six bars before X to Z.

The ‘freeze’ in the last bar should be maintained until tamtam and suspended cymbal
resonance dies away, but may be curtailed at the conductor’s discretion where particular
acoustic factors compromise its effect.

Programme note

For three years we lived inland at Vaia’ata in Savai’i, Samoa. Often in the evenings you could
hear sounds from the villages carried on the sea breeze — songs, dances, bells, drums — all
filtered and transformed by the mists of the rain forest.

This music starts at Vaia’ata and takes the forest track down to the village. At its heart is an
old Samoan tune Faleula E, or ‘People of Faleula’. The second motif, which appears first on
saxophones, is inspired by the powerful sound of the conch shell which often announces an
important event, and the chant-like cries of competing orators. Hymns are sung at all social
events and fragments of one hymn tune appear throughout the piece. The predominant
rhythm, on log and tin drums accompanies the sasa, a popular dance.

The word aue (pronounced almost as ‘ow-WAY’) is a Samoan exclamation expressing strong
emotion.

C.M. Jan. 2001
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